Green Mountain Gardeners (GMG): Website and Social Media Program
2016-Present

GMG Website www.greenmountaingardeners.net

The initial GMG website was developed in 2016. Initially, the website had
limited information but was always included in press releases and social
media to present our mission and information on upcoming events. In
2018, we did a major overhaul of the website in order to promote two of
our key events that took place on alternate years: (1) The Mountain Walks
Garden Tour; and (2) Art in Bloom. In addition, GMG hosts two
community events: The fall event presents holiday decorating ideas; in late
winter, the event features guest speakers to provide their expertise on
gardening and landscaping topics.

The website is key to publicity activities from flyers, press releases and
social media. In a sense, the website ensures the integrity and consistency
of the information as the main source of event location, logistics,
registration, and contact information. Buy having this information readily
available by including a link to the website, the press release and social
media can focus on the event’s value proposition, that is, why someone
would want to attend and the value it will provide to them.

In addition to information to support our community and public-facing
events, the website captures important information for our members:

* GMG Mission

e Monthly Meeting Calendar

e List of Officers and Committee Chairs

e Scholarship Program

e Photo Gallery of All GMG Events and Activities

When we redesigned the website, a key requirement was Photo Gallery.
For many years, we had an excellent photographer archiving photos in
scrap books. Many scrap books had to archived, taking away their value as
our historical record. With the website gallery, we're able to review and


http://www.greenmountaingardeners.net

enjoy our photos anywhere, anytime. Also, we are about to add a
“Donate” button that will allow online contributions to support our work.
We are also strongly considering a link to Venmo for dues payments,
annual dinner fee and other payments that can be made directly to our
bank account. We hope this will provide an additional and useful feature
for our members.

Here are screen shots of the different sections of the GMG website
including the drop down menus to show the different items and topics. We
have found that the website is very easy to use and navigate. Also the
photos are actually slide shows. When someone is on the website, they
are able to see a variety of photos capturing “who we are and what we
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2024 Events

March 4, 2024
ﬂ/[om/ay, 11:00am
Straw Bale Gardening with Peter Isakson (Open to Public)

Londonderry Rescue Squad Building

May 13, 2024
Monday, 10:00 am
All Club Clean Up at Various Locations

Business Meeting and BYO Lunch: 11:30 at Custer Sharp

June (Date and Time TBD)
Birding with Helen Savio

Helen Savio's Home
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Officers 2023 - 2024

President

Linda Saarnijoki

Vice President

Mary Fader

Treasurer

Linda Lennox

Recording Secretary
Elsie Smith

Corresponding Secretary

Maureen Page
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2024 Mountain Garden Walks

There is no better time or opportunity to experience the peace and quiet of landscapes and gardens
of Southern Vermont than the 2024 Mountain Garden Walks, a self-guided tour of six lovely
gardens. taking place on Saturday, uly 27, 2024. The tour raises money for the Lib Thieme
Scholarship sponsored by the Green Mountain Gardeners of Londonderry, Landgrove, Peru, and

Weston.

On the tour you will find gardens beautifully integrated into their unique properti
fit the landscapes. There is variety of size of properties: two are la with extensive perennial gardens, brooks and ponds
with meadow and mountain vistas, while another features small gardens closely surrounding a charming, old countr

house. Stone walls and terraces as well as evergreen tree lines prn\'ldc unique backd rops for these wonderful g:u‘dcnx.

Some of the gardens are the personal designs of the owners, reflecting their own character, although others are carefull

maintained professional designs. Three of the gardens are within walking distance of each other in the lovely Landgrove

Valley, and the other two are only a short drive away. Our tour booklet will include a brief history of the valley and its
inhabitants. This tour will offer inspiration and beauty to both the avid gardener ar the viewer simply out for a

summer stroll. Come enjoy these Mountain Garden Walks
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Let's Talk Gardening!

We welcome new members from the mountain towns of Landgrove,
Londonde Peru and Weston....and beyond! Our monthly meetings are a
wonderful way to connect with other gardeners and learn about gardening
and conservation in our ar New members spend a year as Provisional
Members, attending and participating in club activities before joining the

club formally.

For more information and to apply, contact:

Maureen Brandt, Membership Committee Chair
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nt part of the mission of Green Mountain Gardeners (GMG) is community service related to h leure,
tion and conservation. The Lib Theme ¢ 110Lu‘>hip. community outreach projects, programs focused on
education and civic beautification, and donations to local non-profit organizations are funded by membership dues 2
the proceeds raised from our bi-annual garden tours. Please see the section of this website for detailed

information about the vital role the efforts of the GMG plays in support of the community.
These important on-going projects undertaken by the GMG cannot be completed without donor support.

lfyuu are interested in making a tax deductible donation, plvan’ send a check to:

Green Mountain deners
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Green Mountain Gardeners Facebook: www.facebook.com/
greenmountaingardeners

The Facebook (FB) page was set up in 2016 when using FB was very easy
and casual. But even back then, most GMG members reacted with
skepticism due to the bad reputation of FB not protecting people’s
identities and spreading misinformation. Consequently, it was set up as a
public-facing page to be used for promoting our key events. Posts

Originally, I had hoped the site would be utilized as a way to exchange
gardening information and showcase gardens of our members. |
understand from a number of GMG members that they have viewed our
FB page, but very few have “liked” the page to receive regular updates
and/or comment and interact with the posts.

Once the GMG attracts more members who are more active FB users, |
recommend that the site be re-configured as a “private” group site to
ensure privacy and relevancy of the posts. Having a private page with
“enrolled members” protects the participants and eliminates the concerns
that GMG members have expressed. And, more importantly it allows all
members of the private site to post information to share. | recommend that
this be a path for any garden club who is considering a FB site.

The GMG FB site and identity has provided the club with the ability to
broadcast announcements on our events. It has proven to be highly
effective and has been key to reaching gardeners — and those interested
in gardening — throughout the southern Vermont region. We're able to
post multiple times to ensure viewers see the posts and information. By
including a link to our website, viewers have immediate access to the
current and consistent information on the content and logistics of the
event, in addition to registration information. When advertising our
Mountain Walks Garden Tour the link to EventBrite is also included for
purchasing tickets.

Here are the top FB sites where we post event announcements:


http://www.facebook.com/greenmountaingardeners
http://www.facebook.com/greenmountaingardeners

Londonderry VT Community Forum

Manchester VT Community Forum

Northshire Community Forum

Weston Community Hub

ManchesterVT FB

Manchester Garden Club

The Vermont Gardening Groupies

Community Events. (Rutland, Springfield, Brattleboro, Ludlow, etc.)
Front Porch Forum

At www.facebook.com/greenmountaingardeners you can view all the
posts since 2016. Here’s a very limited and small sample.
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Green Mountain Gardeners invites you to:
STRAW BALE GARDENING with Peter Isakson
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MOUNTAIN GARDEN WALKS RETURNS!
o Page - Nonprofit organization JULY 15, 10AM - 4PM
Explore and enjoy the beauty, quiet and peacefulness of gardens and landscapes. A self-guided
@ greenmountaingardeners.net tour of six lovely gardens in the Landgrove area. All proceed go to the Lib Thieme Scholarship.
For a preview of the gardens and ticket information, go to:
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Tour begins at the Landgrove Town Office
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Next week is #MonarchWeek! You can help
these amazing butterflies and other pollinators
by planting native milkweed and nectar plants.
Get started: https://wwf.to/4TmfhON
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